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Citing Racism,
Workers File
Suit Against
T:'_Hif.rn!‘ingi‘u::lrn

By CHARLIE LoDUFF

HUNTINGTON, N.Y., Hov. 18 —
Thirty-two current and former em-
plovess of the Town of Huntington
filed a swoeping discrimination law-

"suit apainsy the town oday, saying
thit efficials fired minority workers
without redrezs, refused in promoie
blacks and Bispanics to sepervisery
rodes, and did nothing to eliminate a
histile working environment.

Handing on the granile steps of the
SEle Supreme Court in Mineola yes-
terday morning, the workers said
they had been systematically prosed
over for promotions while those bet-

+ terspaying jobs weni to white col-
leagues with legs senloricy.

Maoreover, the werkers sald, some
of thelr mare vocal members wers
fired for petiy reasons and endured

""racial epitheis in the workplace, In
e instance, a park worker sald his
spervisor had a plunger on display

. In his offlice window, peinted hrown
and red, apparenily i réflerence Lo
Abner Loukma, the Haltdan immi-

. Erant who Federal prosecutors say
was brutalized with n plunger han-
dle by pollce officers in a Broaklyn
precinct house last vear.

The workers are seeltng $U00 mil-
liom In damages, and those who were
[ired are trying to recover lost wages
and win reinstatsment of thelr jobs,

«pecording (o papers liled yesterday
in in Brooklyn in United States Dis-
irct Court for the Easters Districl

“They are trytng to tell uz wa don'y
count,” sakd Iwan Gonzalez, 43, who
warked for the lown as a mechanic
for 21 years withoul a promotion
before he was fired cartier this year
for bedng habimally late o his job,

= “"TheEy are Saring we are nobody

c i.lu.'l.l.l.lq .
Keith Oliver, left, a former municipal employes i Huntingren, M.Y.,
and Rick Oetrowve, a lawyrer, at a news conference yesterday in Mineola,

and we are never going to pet nhead
in this 1oren' Mr Gonzales sald.

Most of the workers are current
asd former emplboyees of the High-
way Department in this municipality
ol 200,000 people in eastern Sulfelk
County. They contend thar the de-
pariment bas anly five or six black
supervisors cust-of 100 and has never
hired a Hispanic o any supervisory
Fola,

James Miotthews, the Huntington
town atforney, said that the workers
whi lost their jobs were fired for
poor work skills — not racism — and
that the town would vigerously fight
the suil. “This lawsuit is not xhow
eqaal oppoctunity,” be salkd “It's
about lawyers and momey and a
handful of town employess with
wenlkl supervisory skifls, poor work
reconds, or who were terminated for
abustve sick time or poor periorm-
anse,”.

The percemtage of biacks onm the

town payroll (s thres times their
share of the focal population, Wi
Matthews 2ald, adding that the Hizh-
way Depariment had promoted sev-
en Hacks to supervisory positions
just lost year

Some Hunmrngion officials dis-
agres with the town's logal sorategy,
newnever. "'We are playing & numbers
gams," sald Coancllman Steve lsra-
el "Instead of lawsutts, we shousd be
implementing programs o stop
these problems from recurring.”

The town has had legal troables
cancerning the Highway Depariment
before. In 1955, the Atterney General
sued the “Town of Huntington, saving
that minorities were only pud inio
jobs o Jabaress. The town evenmual-
1y semied fater that year, paving
£200,000 o some minority workers
and promising o instibote o offic-
mative action program and investi-
pate amy compiaint of discrimination
i thee workpince



